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1

A MAID UNDER
CORONA-CLOUD

A 2020 March morning at a banker’s house in a suburban town
in West Bengal.

The world is shaken with the spread of deadly, highly
contagious corona virus. Over one lakh fifty thousand people of
different nationalities are reported to have been infected across
the globe, and thousands have died in its wake. Countries have
shut down malls, multiplexes, public gatherings. Checks,
screenings, and quarantine facilities are being installed at
airports, ports, borderlines. Citizens are warned, barred from
travelling to foreign countries. Schools, colleges, offices across
the country are partially closed for a fortnight. Business houses
have ordered workers to work from home. Religious places are
also closed to avoid congregation.

People are scary. They prefer to be confined within four
walls. Streets are deserted. Trains, buses run irregularly and
especially for emergency services. The town is cheerless. Parks,
tea shops and restaurants are closed.

“Mala, go straight to basin, take hand wash and clean
hands first,” the mistress of the house yawns and orders while

unlocking the door.
m"Mndam, daily I do,” Mala retorts with a proud look.



